11/9/83 


Principal 

Thomas Johnson Jigh School 
Frederick, &d, 21701 

Dear Sir, 

This explains the enclosures and what I would like you to do with them, if it 
meets with your approval* 

I am 70 years old and have medical problems and limitations, os I have a high 
school student helping me with things like sowing the grass* He also is a pretty 
fair baseball player. So, at the time of the Babe Ruth playoffs several months ago, 

I asked him about the prospects of the Frederick team. He raved about one particular 
player, Doug Smallwood* When extremely faborable stories appeared in the papers and 
with the thought th&tdt might help a young man get a good start, perhaps a college 
education with an. athletic scholarship, I wrote the manager of the Baltimore Orioles 
and sent him the stories in the local papers* The upshot is -teat they turned what I 
sent over the their scout for this area. 

Because I did not went to risk raising false hopes and. wqs uncertain about the 
right thingnto do, I asked a neighbor, Dick Shipley, if he could inquire for me. He 
told me that Doug did not have the best scholastic record and suggested that I phone 
him. He gave me the phone number and I did phone* 

The person who answered the phone told me that he was an uncle. He was quite 
excited, very happy, aha he said he*d have Doug phene me when he got home* When several 
days passed and X heard lastMng I phoned again. A woman answered. She was rather cool* 
I*ve heard nothing since* 

The uncle told p© they live on Bents, but I found no Smallwood in the phone book 
on that street so I was not able to sail these letters to Doug* 

X wonder about his silence, particuXarly if he thinks some white man is out to 
take some kind of advantage of Mm* Of course X have nothing like that in mind. From 
my priowe experiences I saw a chance to pehaps do him a favor and help M m get a 
decent start in either with an education, if that is what he wants, or a chance 

to have a shot at pro ball, if he can make it. (iihen X was not much older than he is 
I was a reporter who also covered sports.) 

Doug owes me nothing and X wish Mm only the best, including that he is good 
enough for the Mg leagues and the Orioles. 

These letters are for him. However, if he can learn something from this matter, 
and his silence when someone went out of the way to try to help Mm, maybe you nan 
help Mm. '• 

Please assure Mm of my best wishes. And thank;; for your time and trouble. 

Sincerely, 


Harold tfeisberg 



